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Str: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for pub-
lication in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for
the state of Rhode Island, taken in accordance with the
provisions of section 7 of the act.of March 8, 1899.
This section requires that—

The schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the fol-
lowing topics: Name of occupant of each farm, color of occupant,
tenure, acreage, value of farm and improvements, acreage of differ-
entl products, quantity and value of products, and number and
value of live stock. All questions as to quantity and value of
crops shall relate to the year ending December thirty-first next
preceding the enumeration.

The farm lands of Rhode Island have an area of 712
square miles, or 67.6 per cent of the total land surface
of 1,053 square miles. Narragansett Bay divides the
stato from north to south and furnishes the greater part
of a coast line 245 miles long. The. coast is nearly
everywhere bordered by sand beaches and extensive salt
marshes, thus greatly reducing the area available for
cultivation.

Newport and Bristol counties, comprising the islands
and peninsulas east of Narragansett Bay, have a total
land surface of 142 square miles, of which 88 square
miles are included in farms, These two counties con-
tain the largest velative percentages of improved land,
and have the most fertile soil. The land west of the
bay is generally hilly, especially in the north. There
are numerous streams, but owing to their small size
there is little alluyvial soil. Most of the land is slaty
and more suitable for grazing than for cultivation.
About one-fourth of the total area is woodland.

The value of the 5,498 farms of the state is $23,125,260,
of which $9,708,490, or 42 per cent, represents the value
of buildings, and $13,421,770, or 58 per cent, the value
of land and improvements exclusive of buildings. The
average value of land per acre, exclusive of buildings,
ranges from $14.88 in Washington county to $68.23 in
Bristol county. For the state the average value is
$29.46 per acre.

The value of the farm products of 1899 was 6,833,864,
a gain since 1889 of $2,115,564, or 50.2 per cent. If
the value of products fed to live stock, $969,140, be
deducted from the value of all farm products, there
remains a gross income of $5,364,724, equal to 19.9 per

cent of the total capital invested in farm vroperty. As
no reports of expenditures fortaxes, interest, insurance,
feed for stock, and similar items have been obtained by
any census, no statement of net farm income can be
given.

The term ““ Farm property,” as used in the text and
tables of this bulletin, includes the values of land, im-
provements and buildings, implements and machinery,
and live stock., This valuation, June 1, 1900, was
$26,089,189, or 7.2 per cent greater than on the corre-
sponding date in 1890.

The receipts from animal products in 1899, amount-
ing in the aggregate to $3,299,205, constitute 61.4 per
cent of the total value of products not fed to live stook,
referred to elsewhere as the ““gross farm income.’
Duiry products had a value of $1,923,707, or 85.9 pev
cent of the gross income of farms, and poultly and
eggs yielded an income of $1,055,635. Market garden-
ing has in the past twenty years advanced to a leading
position. The area used in 1899 in the production of
vegetables, including potatoes, sweet potatoes, and
onions, was 10,982 acres, and the value of produets
obtained thelehom was %992 467. Hay and forage and
the cereals are no longer the sources of any considera-
ble direct income, their cultivation being almost wholly
incident to the dairy and live-stock industries. This is
shown by the fact that in 1899 farm products aggregat-
ing 76.2 per cent of the year’s production of hay and
grain were fed to live stock on the farms of the pro-
docers. The area devoied fo cereals decreased from
19,575 acres in 1879 to 10,552 acres in 1899, and the total
production from 564,580 bushels to 850,110 bushels.

The gradual abandonment of cereal production has
been attended by a corresponding growth in other
branches of agriculture, notably dairying, poultry rais-
ing, the culture of small fruits, and general market
gardening. The area utilized in the production of

vegetables was only slightly larger than that devoted to -

cereals, but the products had a value more than five

times as great, the average income per acre from vege-

tables having been $90.37, and from cereals, $17.97.
Very respectfully,

A Z e

Chief’ Statistician for Agriculture.



AGRICULTURE IN RHODE ISLAND.
GENERAL STATISTICS.

NUMBER AND SIZE OF FARMS.

The 5,498 farms of Rhode Island comprise 455,602
acres, or 67.6 per cent of the total land surface of the
state. The following table gives by decades, since 1850,
the number of farms reported, the total and average
acreage, and the per cent of farm land improved:

Tapre 1.—FARMS AND FARM ACREAGE: 1850 TO 1900.

NUMBER OF ACRES IN FARMS.

Number I(’)(f}rfg?lrll‘mt

CENSUS YEAR. | of farms, , Un- land im-
Totalr -|[Improved. improved. Average || proved,

5,408 || 455,602 187,854 1 268, 248 83 41,1

5,600 || 469,281 274,401 | 194,790 85 58, B

6,216 514,813 298 486 216, 827 83 68,0

5,808 | 602,308 289, 030 | 213,278 94 57,5

B; 106 521,24 335,128 180, 096 96 64.3

5,385 | 563,938 356,487 | 197,451 108 64, 4

During the past fifty years the number of farms has
remained practically the same, being, in 1900, 113 more
than in 1850 and 2 less than in 1890. In the same
period the number of acres included in farms has de-
creased 17.8 per cent. As this decrease has heen at a
fairly constant rate, it is probable that it is due largely
to the withdrawal from farms of land for town lots and
fuctory sites. The per cent of improved farm land
decreased from 64.4 in 1850 to 41.1 in 1900, the Jargest
relative decrease having taken place in the last decade,
in which period the per cent fell from 58.5 to 41.1. It
is known that a considerable acreage which, ten years
before, was classed as improved, was reported in 1900
as unimproved. 1t is probable that a large portion of
this area was once devoted to the production of hay and
cereals. Not being of a character to yield profitable
crops of fruits or vegetables, this land was partially or
wholly abandoned as soon as western competition,
hrought about by cheapened transportation, rendered

the growing of cereals unprofitable. The operators
transferred their attention to small areas of the most
fertile soil, and by dairying, poultry raising, and mar-
ket gardening, increased both the quantity and the value
of their annual products.

FARM PROPERTY AND PRODUCTS,.

‘The values of farm land and improvements, imple-
ments and machinery, live stock, and farm products are
given in Table 2 for each census year, beginning with
1850.

.
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TasLe 2,—VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY AND PRODUCTS:
: 1850 TO 1900.

Total value | Land, m- Tmple- )
CENSUS YEAR, | of farm '[ﬁ%‘éﬁlﬁﬁf& ments and | Live stock. Fm“l%tgl,"d'
property. ings, maclhinery.
$20, 089,189 || $28,126, 260 c31,270 270 | $2,593,660 || $6, 338, 804
425,179,479 21,873,479 1,030 { 2,864,970 4,218,300
29, 030,04() 25, 882, 079 902 826 | 2,254,142 3 (370 136
26, 496, 840 21, 574 a68 736, 246 | 8,136,132 34 7()1 168
'22 179,388 19 500 653 086,791 | 2,042,044 (... ...,
19 100,640 17 070 802 ‘197 201] 1,882,087 ||eeeeeiuennne

1 Tor year preceding that designated,

2 yalaes for 1870 were reported in depreciated eurreney,
basis of other figures they must be diminished by one-fifth,

3Includes betterments and additions to live stoel,

To reduce to specie

Since 1850 the total farm wealth of Rhode Island has
increased $7,888,549, and in the last decade, $1,809,710.
Of the latter unount $1,251,781, or 69.2 per cent, rep-
resents the increase in the Value of land, improvements,
and buildings; $329,240, or 18.2 per oent, that of imple-
ments and machinery; and $228,689, or 12.6 per cent,
that of live stock.

COUNTY STATISTICS OF AGRICULTURE.

“Table 3 gives an exhibit of general agricultural sta-
tistics by counties.

Tasre 8.—NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS AND VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, VALUL OF PRODUCTS OF
1899 NOT FED TO LIVIE STOCK, AND EXPENDITURES IN 1899 FOR LABOR AND FERTILIZERS, BY COUNTIES.

NUMBER OFF FARMS, AGRES IN FARMS, VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY. EXPENDITURES,
4 and Val{le ?i o
Land an products
COUNTLES. With o improve- Implements | notfed to Terti-
Total, build- Total, jlmproved. | ments (ex- | Buildings. ) Livestoek. || live stock. Labor, lizers
ings, cept build- machinery, A
ngs).

The State...cvveieennenaa. b,498 5,401 456, 602 187,354 1 $18,421,770 89, 708, 490 $1,270,270 | $2, 593,659 || $5,864,724 || $1,032,360 | $204,140
Bristol ....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiia 206 201 7,585 5,318 517, 520 483,180 60,910 96, 349 229,048 39,420 8,430
Kent .......... . 774 03 71, 936 24, 265 1, 823 230 | 1,291,170 153,180 300 926 bU’T, 002 99, 920 23,640
Newport....... . 940 918 48, 662 806, 431 3,070,620 | 2,108, 660 225,760 obO, 761 1,156,279 12_56,540 76, V80
Providence.... 2,887 2,248 167,437 61, b4b (), 129, 050 | 3,919,790 018,540 | 1,097,777 2,475,979 509, 7'1:0 114,510
Waghingion 1,202 1,281 159 992 59, 810 2,381,460 | 1,900,690 221,930 688 b56 896, 416 158,760 41,450




Since 1890 the number of farms has decreased in
every county exeept Providence, in which county there
was an increase of 288. Providence and Washington
counties report increases in the number of acres in
farms of 2.9 per cent and 1.7 per cent, respectively.
The remaining three countics show decreases in farm
acreage as follows: Bristol, 30.1 per cent; Kent, 17.1
per cent; Newport, 5.7 per cent,

East of Narragansett Bay, where the land is level and
largely devoted to market gardening and the cultiva-
tion of small fruits, the furms are comparatively small
(the average area being 49,1 acres) and the per cent of
improved land is comparatively high, being 79.1 per
cont in 1890, and 74.2 in 1900. The slight decrease
noted for the decade was limited almost wholly to large
farms having considerable areas of pasture land, West
of the bay, where the surface is broken and the dairy
and live-stock industries are more fully developed, the
averape size of the farms is 91.7 acres. Much wild
grazing land is included in the farms of this part of the
state, hence the per cent of improved land is relatively
small, being 55.8 in 1890 and but 86.5 in 1900. The
much larger relative decrease in ten years in the area of
improved land west of the bay indicates that the size of
farms, and the character of the industries to which
they ave devoted, determine, in some measure, the
extent of the general decrease in the area of improved
land, to which attention has already been called.

The value of implements and machinery in Washing-
ton county is the same ay in 1890. In each of the other
counties there has been an increase, slight in Bristol and
Kent, but very marked in Newport and Providence. In
the last-named county the valuation nearly doubled, the
increase amounting to 74.8 per cent of thut for the
state. The two counties reporting the largest increases
in value of implements were the only ones to show
increased valuations for live stock, The relatively rapid
growth in dairying and market gardening in both of
these countics is doubtless an important factor in ex-
plaining the large increase in the value of implements
and live stock.

The total values of all farm produets increased as fol-
lows: Bristol, 14.8 por cent; Washington, 26.6; Kent,
27.9; Providence, 56.7; and Newport, 93.3. The in-
crease in the two latter counties constituted 79.5 per
cent of that for the state, and is in keeping with the
increases in values of implements and live stock shown
for those counties.

The farmers of Bristol and Kent counties expended
less for fertilizers in 1899 than in 1889. The other
three counties each report a marked increase, that for
Newport amounting to 49.0 per cent, and for Provi-
dence, 111.1 per cent. 1t appears that the counties
reporting the largest relative inereases in expenditures
tor this and similar items also show the largest relative
gains in income from farm products.

NUMBER OF FARMS, CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARMER
AND BY TENURE.

Table 4 gives a comparative exhibit of farm tenure
for 1880, 1890, and 1900. In Table 5 the tenure of
farms for 1900 is given by race of farmer. The farms
classified in Table 4 as ‘“Farms operated by owners,”
are subdivided in Table 5 into groups, designated as
“Owners,” “Part owners,” “Owners and tenants,”.
and “‘Managers.” These terms denote, respectively;
(1) Farms operated by individuals who own all the land
they caltivate; (2) farmns operated by individuals who
own a part of the land and rent the remainder from
others; (3) farms operated under the joint dirvection
and by the united labor of two or more individuals, one
owning the farm or a part of it, the other, or others,
owning no part, but receiving for supervision or Iabor
a share of the products; and (4) farms operated by
individaals who receive for their supervision and other
services a fixed salary from the owners.

TasLe 4.—NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF SPLEC-
IFIED TENURES: 1880 TO 1900.

NUMBER OF FARMS OPER- || FER CENT OF FARMS OPER-
Total ATED BY— ATED BY—
T num-
CENSUS YEAR, fber of e T
arms, - Jas share . Jash Share
OWners. §yohints | tenants. | OWHeS | toninis,| tenanis,
: i
|
00 .. ........ 4,890 1,045 63 79,9 1¢.0 1.1
1800 .. . 4,470 912 118 81.8 I 16.6 2.1
1880 .. .. 4, 980 989 247 0.1 ‘ 15.9 4.0
- I S (I

TapLe 6.—NUMBER OF FARMS, CLASSIFIED BY RACE
OF FARMER AND BY TENURE, JUNE I, 1900.

Total
Owners
num- Part N Mana-| Cash Share
RACE. Dber of || OWNeTS s ners, te;‘x}gts gers. |tenants,| tenants.
farms. g
TheState....] 6,498 ) 3,958 212 12 208 1,046 " 63
White .oovvvnvennnn 5,470 3, %42 212 o129 207 1,084 | 63
Colored............ 28 16 |eemnmaneny e 1 1Ll

Between 1880 and 1900 the number of farms oper-
ated by owners decreased 590, or 11.8 per cent, and the
number operated by tenants, 128, or 10.4 per cent.
There was, however, no great change in the relative
number of owners and tenants, as the percentage of
ownersin 1880 was 30.1, and in 1900, 79.9, a variation of
only 0.2 per cent. The decrease in the number of
tenant-operated farms was entirely in the share-tenant
class, as the number of cash tenants was 56 greater in 1900
than in 1880.* In 1880, 20 per cent of all tenants were
share tenants; in 1890, 11.5 per cent,and in 1900, but 5.7
percent.  This somewhat remarkable change in the rel-
ative number of cash tenants and share tenants is the
result of a growing sentiment on the part of both land-
lord and tenantin favor of the cash-payment system, and



at the same time indicates greater independence and
financial responsibility on the part of the tenant class.

In Table 4, 4,390 farms are classified as operated by
“Owners” in 1900. Table 5 shows that 3,958 of these
farms were owned by the operators; 212 were farms
of which in each case a part was owned and a part
leased; 12 were operated jointly by owhers and tenants;
and 208 were conducted by salaried managers. Of the
28 colored farmers of the state, 16 were owners, 11. were
cash tenants, and 1 was a salaried manager.

OWNERSHIP OF RENTED FARMS.

The ownership of 1,019 of the 1,108 rented farms
was ascertained by the enumerators. The titles to the
1,019 farms are vested in 963 owners, an average of
106 farms to every 100 owners. Of the 963 owners,
923 possess 1 farm each. The others hold titles to

from 2 to 10 farms each, as follows: 84, 2; 3, 3;.1, 4; |

1, 8; and 1, 10. Eight hundred and ninety-one of the
owners, possessing 947 farms, reside in Rhbode Island.
The owners of 838 of these farms reside in the counties
in which their farms are located. Of the nonresident
owners, 63 reside in the North Atlantic states; 8 in the
North Central states; 2 in the South Central states; 2
in the Western states; 1 resides in a South Atlantic
state; and 1 in a foreign country. Nome of these non-
residents possesses more than one rented farm, and the
average value of their holdings is $4,515. The small

incomes that can be derived from such farms make it

certain that there are very few nonresident landlords
deriving their main support from rented farms in
Rhode Island. ‘

Of the owners residing in the state, 4,390 own farms
which they operate in person, or through managers,
and 891 own farms cultivated by tenants. Probably
some of this latter number ave included in the former,
being operators owning farms in addition to the ones
they personally conduct. Not counting the 89 rented
farms whose owners were not ascertained, there were
in Rhode Island somewhat less than 5,281 owners, Of
this number, 40, or about eight-tenths of 1 per cent,
possess more than one farm, and 6 of these, or about one
in a thousand of the total number of owners, own more
than two farms each. .

There were 17 rented farms, each of which was worth
$25,000 or over, with an aggregate value of $1,040,500,
and an average of $61,206; 53, valued at between $10,000
and $25,000 each, with an aggregate value of $649,500,
and an average of $12,254; and 1,038, the average value
of which was only $3,311. It can be seen from the
foregoing that only a small number of farm owners
derive their support wholly or mainly from rentals, and
that the number who are able to live in luxury there-
from is insignificant. The fact that 82.2 per cent of the
1,019 rented farms, with owners reported, are located
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in the same county with their owners, indicates that
there is no great number of farms owned by individuals
or corporations who do not deal directly with their
tenants but collect their rentals through agents.

FARMS AND FARM PROPERTY BY RACE OF FARMER AND
BY TENURE.

Table 6 gives, by race of farmer and by tenure, the
number and area of farms and the value of farm prop-
erty. Table 7 presents .a classification, by race and
tenure, of the average values of the several forms of
farm property, June 1, 1900, of the products of 1899
not fed to live stock, and of the per cent of the value of
those products to the total value of farm property.

Tamis 6, —NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE
OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED BY
RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE, WITH PERCENT-
AGES.

NUMBER OF ACRES IN VALUE OF FARM
FARMS. PROPERTY.
HACE OF FARMER, AND | Number
TENURE, of fanns, P P
y er ] er
{| Average.| Total, cent. Tolal. dent.
The State...ov... 5,498 82,9 | 466,602 | 100.0 [j$26,989, 189 | 100.0
White farmers..... vees b, 470 82,0 | 463,518 | 99.5 || 26,923,730 | 99.8
Colored farmers _...... 28 i 74,4 2,084 0.5 65, 460 0.2
OWIEIS . eeaeuaviarannae 3,958 78.7 | 811,519 | 68,4 Y 15,520,610 | 57.4
Part owners ........... 212 106, 6 22,878 4,9 2, 856, 700 8.7
Owners and tenants. [, 12 121.4 1,457 0.3 60, 410 0.8
MaDagers. . ccooiiiean.. 208 138.0 28,700 6.8 11 8,168,870 | 1L.7
Cash tenants .......... 1,045 82,1 85,820 18.8 || 5,002,650 | 20.8
Share tenants ......... 63 90.8 6,722 1.8 265, 140 1.0

Tanim 7 .—AVERAGE VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY AND
PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARMER AND
BY TENURL.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF—

Farm property, June 1, 1900 Per cent

property, ) R0, of prod-

RACE OF FARMER, AND Prodnets || 1o not

TENURE. Land and Tmple- of 1899 | value of

: improve- menis | ¢ not fed farm
ments | Build-| © © s Live to live |property.
(except | ings. | oopsn stock, || stouk,

build- v
ings). ery.

The State........ $2,441 | $1,7G5 $281 | §a72 $976 19,9
White farmers......... 2,447 [ 1,770 232 473 979 19.9
Colored farmers.......j 1,827 712 120 179 352 15,1
OWNEIS cavnvnrnevennans 1,696 1 1,603 205 420 878 22,4
Part owners...... 6,689 | 8,084 411 483 2,071 18.6
Owuers and tenan 1,083 | 2,842 371 838 2,849 42.4
Managers. .... 9,005 | 4,594 6107 1,026 1,052 12.8
Cash lenants. 8,126 | 1,507 216 453 027 17.8
Share tenants. . 2,022 | 1,622 25 '440 T2 18,8

The value of the farmms owned by negroes, including
implements, machinery, and live stock, together with
the value of the implements, machinery, and live stock
upon the farms which other negroes operate as tenants,
is $26,460. This amount is probably somewhat in ex.



cess of the actual wealth of the negro farmers of Rhode
Island. '

The farms of managers are larger, and more valuable
per farm and per acre, than the farms of any other
group classified by tenure. They also stand first in the
average value of all forms of farm property, but report
the smallest percentage of gross income upon total in-
vestments. The relatively 1&1'ge per cent of produets
not fed, to value of farm pr operty, reported for tarms of
“Owners and tenants,” is due to the fact that several
furms of this clasy were very favorably situated dairy,
poultry, or vegetable farms, the produce of which was
sold in' city markets at prices higher than those realized
by the average farmer.

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY AREA.

Tables 8 and 9 give, for farms classified by area, the
facts shown in Tables 6 and 7 for farms by race and by
tenure.

Tantk 8.~—~NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF

VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1,
FIED BY AREA, WITH PERCENTAGES.

FARMS, AND
1900, CLASSI-

NUMBER OF ACHES IN VALUE OF FARM
FARMS, PROPERTY,
Num- .
AREA. })cr of -
arms,
N e TPer . Per
“Average.| Tornal, GEDL Tolal. cent.
The State.......[ 5498 82.9 | 455,602 | 100.0°| &20,989,189 { 100.0
TUnder 8 acres......... 413 0.1 949, BB) 3.5
310 9 AOTCY veneannnns 2,925 0.6 1, 683, 660 6.2
10 (o 19 A0ICS wueee ... 8,037 1.8 1,788, 549 6.6
20 t0 49 qerey | 38, £60 8.5 B, 261, 880 19,4
80 10 9Y acres .. 87,093 19.1 b, 754, 130 21,3
100 {0 174 neres 130, 689 28,7 B, 872, 640 21,8
176 to 259 avres 3, 044 16.0 2,473, 650 2.2
200 to 499 neres 63, 343 13.9 2,085, 260 .7
500 1o 999 acres .. . 28,610 6.3 579, 180 2,2
1,000 acrey and over.. 22,895 5.0 541 400 2.0

TapLr 9.—AVERAGE VALULES OF FARM PROPERTY AND
PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY ARBA.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF— |
ToLy y . | Per cent
Furm property,June 1,100, of prod-
| ugts net
AREA. i Products ! fed, o
Land and Tmple- of 1899 | yalue of
improve-| Hents notfed 4 farm
ments | Baild- [ = T Tive to Hve lnroperty,
(except | ngs. | oopin.| stock. i stock,
huild- p
ings). Y. '
!

‘The State........ 2,441 | $1,705 $231 |- 72 $976 ’ 13,9
Under 3 acres ......... 1,200 [ 1,417 86 111 699 24,1
EROEUEIT ok S, 1,304 ¢ 1,017 123 187 651 16.6
toIY aeres ,ooeuan... 1,307 1 1,820 145 262 648 20.8
20to4Y aeres ..o 2,287 1 1,0p1 216 377 T8 17,4
BOlo9Y aeres ..ooioaen. 2,220 | 1,025 233 404 1,002 2.0
100 to 194 aeres ....... 2,882 1 1,836 273 G608 1,076 19.2
176 to 269 aeres ooy .... 3,678 | 2,951 a50 730 ‘ 1,329 19,2
260 to 499 acres ........ 6,142 | 8,018 480 | 1,221 1,990 18.3
600 to 999 neres ........ 6,740 | 4,051 636 | 1,444 2,405 8.7
1,000 nereg and over ... o 19,486 | 8,971 1,079 ‘l 312 12,671 84,8

1]

The average values given in Table 9, except those of
huildings and products, are lowest for farms containing
less than 8 acres, and rise in almost unbroken series to -
those containing 1,000 ucres and over. The average
values shown for the group of farms containing 1,000
acres and over are disproportionately high, owing to
the fact that the group includes an exceptionally Iarge-
and intensively cultivated vegetable and seed farm.

The average gross incomes per acre for the various
groups classified by aren are as follows: Farms under
3 acres, $553.27; 8 to 9 acres, $95.82; 10 to 19 acres,
$46.23; 20 to 49 acres, $23.79;.50 to 99 acres, ¥14.45;
100 to 174 acres, $8.63; 175 to 259 acres, $6.52; 260 to
499 acres, $6.03; 500 to 999 acres, $3.78; and 1,000
acrey and over, $9.41. .

The very large gross income per acre shown for

Jarms under 3 acres is explained by the fact that this

group includes 75 florists’ establishments and 29 city
dairies, involving in their operation great rclative
expenditures for labor, fertilizers, and feed for stock,
which expenses are not deducted in computing the
gross income,

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY PRINUIFPAL SOURCE OF INCOME.

" Tables 10 and 11 present the leading facts concern-
ing the number, area, value, and average value of farms
classified by principal source of income. If for any
farm 40 per cent of the products not fed to live stock
consists of hay and grain, the farm is designated a hay
and grain farm. Should 40 per cent of the products
consist of vegetables, the farm is designated a vegetable
farm. The farms of the other groups arve classified in
accordance with the same general principle. Farms
with no income in 1899 are classified according to the
agricultural operations upon other farms in thL, snme
locality.

Tapie 10.—NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE
OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNI 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED BY
PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME, WITH PERCENTAGES,

NUMBER OF ACRES IN VALUE OF FAZM
) FARMS, PROPERTY,

PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF N“g}bm
INCOM. farms, i por Por
Average.} Total. | oong Total, | aont.
The State...\.... 5,498 82.9 ) 485,602 ( 100.0 (326, 08¢, 189 { 100.0
Fuy and grn,m 208 ]0] 0 50 ]06 6. b B, Zi
Vegolables ... 571 47,1 26, 6.9 12.4
Fruait . 66 | 68. 6 4,4., LG 1.0
Live atock. 2,188 G821 149, 146 ) {827 26.7
Dairy produee..... 1,470 102,71 151,000 © 83,8 8.3
Flowers and_plants 108 6.8 0.2 82,9
Nursery products. . 9 28,7 268 0.1 0.7
Miseellaneous ..oova... 788 17,1 02,262 | 20.21 3 2’6, 45 | 1.8




Taprs 11.—AVERAGE VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY
AND PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE
OF INCOME. ' :

Taste 13.—AVERAGE VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY
AND PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY REPORTED VALUE
OF PRODUCTS NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK.

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-— AVERAGE VALUES PER TARM OVF—
Farm property, June 1,190, g%‘pgggf Farm property, June 1, 1900, I(;?Ii)fggP
. ts not uets not
PRINGIPAL SOURCE OF - Products|| “fad VALUR OF PRODUCTS Products
INCOME. Lond and TImple- of 1899 mcﬁl’etgf el IO LIVE I1,and and Imple- of 1899 Vfﬁﬂ’etgf
: fmprove-| | ol o notfed || farm . tmprove-| | b8 not fed || ' farm
ments | Bulld- | S04% | Live | to-Mye {lnroperty. ‘ ments | Build- | <) v4™'| Live || tolive |fprgperty,
(gxp]e t | ings. machin #o¢k. || stock. (gxyfz t | ings. maehin Stock. || stock.
uild- " uild- o
ings). ery, ings). ery.
Thoe State........ $2,441 | $1,765 $231 $472 §976 19.9 The State ....... $2,441 | $1,765 $281 $472 2976 10.9
Hay and grain ........ 2,504 | 1,719 216 216 449 98 | B0eeiiiiiiiiiiiinarena 2,160 | 3,171 1066 30| AR | RO
Vegetables .oooeennnnn. 3,246 | 1,964 263 887 1,256 21.6 | $Lto§9..... 8311 1,083 ] 36 43 2,1
Frafb..eeecenennes . 1,792 | 2,010 140 147 581 14.2 O to $0...... 944 970 78 100 706 8.6
Live stock...... 1,851 | 1,406 169 362 616 18.7 $100 to §249 .. 986 992 04 148 167 7.5
Dairy produce.. 3,854 | 2,207 3206 823 1,492 20,7 | $250 to $499 .. 1,160 [ 1,241 133 253 853 12.8
Flowers and plar 3,835 | 8,147 215 45 2,738 87.8 | B600t0$009. ... 2,008 | 1,649 209 406 690 16,1
Nursery produet 17,256 | 3,383 856 184 4,674 2.1 $1,000 to $2,499. 8,606 | 2,406 866 76 1,524 21,7
Miscellaneous.. 1,919 | 1,589 219 367 760 18.6 $2,600 and over 0,283 | 4,318 705 | 1,633 4,819 30,2

A large number of the 2,188 farms which derive their
principal source of income from live stock are poultry
farms of less than 20 acres each. Many of the larger
farms of the same group contain much cheap grazing
land and have butlimited areas under cultivation. These
facts explain the low average values shown in Table 11
for farms of this class.

For the several classes of farms, the average values
per acre of products not fed to live stock are: Flower
and plant, $404.62; nursery stock, $163.06; vegetable,
$26.50; dairy produce, $14.50; live stock, $9.02; fruit,
$8.46; miscellaneous, $6.49; hay and grain, $4.38. A
comparison with the average areas given in Table 10
shows that the gross income per acre is largest for the
clags of farms with the smallest average area, and, in
general, decreases as the average size of farms increases.
It should be noted, however, that the highly remunera-
tive small farms are devoted to those branches of agri-
culture which involve the greatest relative expense.

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCIS
NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK.

Tables 12 and 18 present data relating to farms clas-
sified by the reported values of products not fed to live
stock.

TapLe 12,—~NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE
OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED BY
REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT FED TO LIVE
STOCK, WITI PERCENTAGES,

VALUE OF FARM
NUMBER OF ACRES IN FARMS, PROPERTY,
VALUR OF PRODUCTS | Num-
NOT FED T0 ILIVE Per of
STOCK. TS, . .
Average.| Total. clc:glt Taotal, CI;%IL
The State....... 5,498 82.9 | 455,602 | 100.0 || $26,989,180 | 100.0
..................... 22 44.8 086 0,2 122,490 0.4
$1 to 40 ........ 114 36.5 4,163 0.9 233,120 0.9
$50 to $99 ...... S| 280 41,4 9,524 2.1 481,250 1.8
$100 to §249 .. . 997 49.6 | 49,410 | 10,9l 2,213,720 | 8.2
$260 to $499 .. 1,380 64,7 86,007 1 18,9 8,706,170 | 13.7
$500 to $999 ... 1,268 88,8 | 112,125 24.6 5,896,050 | 20.0
$1,000 to $2,499. . 1,008 115.9 | 126,628 27.8 7,679,920 28.5
$2,600 and over..... 449 148.5 66,669 | 14.6 7,166,460 | 26.6

Of the farms of the state, 22, ranging in area from
3 to 259 acres, report no incomes. The average values
of the land and improvements, buildings, and imple-
ments and machinery of these farms are relatively very
high, exceeding in the first two items those of farms
with reported incomes from $500 to $999. In all prob-
ability many of them are swmmer homes or country
estates held for pleasure and not for the profit to be
derived from operation.

The 114 farms with reported incomes of less than $50
vary in area from less than 3 acres to 259 acres. Some
farms of this class also are the country estates of busi-
ness and professional men in the cities. . Others are
farms partially abandoned in 1899, from which a small
amount of hay was gathered, and on which but a few
acres, at the most, were cultivated. Some had changed -
owners or tenants, and the farmers in charge, June 1,
1900, were unable to give any definite information con-
cerning the products of the preceding year. To this
extent, the reports fall short of giving a complete
exhibit of the farm incomes in 1899.

Of the 449 farms reporting an income of over $2,500
each, 25 bad areas of less than 3 acres; 82, from 3 to
49 acres; 120, from 50 to 99 acres; 200, from 100 to
499 acres; 12, from 500 to 999 acres; and 10 had areas
of 1,000 acres or over. The fact that of the 17 farms
containing over 1,000 acres each, 5 reported incomes of
from $1,000 to $2,499, and 10, incomes of over $2,500
each, shows that the largest farms of the statc are not
simply large tracts of land too poor to permit of prof-
itable farming in small areas, but are productive in
fair proportion to their size. Thé percentages of gross
income upon investments form a continuous. upward
series from the group with the smallest to that having
the largest average income.

CLASSIFICATION, NUMBER, AND VALUE OF LIVE STOCK.

At the request of the various live-stock associations
of the country, a new classification of dowmestic animaly
was adopted for the census of 1900. Neat cattle are




grouped by ago in accordance with their present and
prospective relations to the dairy industry and the sup-
ply of meat products. Horses and mules are classified
by age, and neat cattle and sheep by age and sex. The
new classification permits close comparison with the
figures published in preceding census reports.

Table 14 gives the number, value, and average value
of specified domestic animals on farms, the number of
such animals in barns and inclosures not on farms, and
statistics concerning poultry and bees. .

Tame 14.—NUMBER AND VALUE OF DOMESTIC ANI-
MALS, FOWLS, AND BEES: JUNE 1, 1900.

NOT ON
ON FARMS. FARME,
LIVE BTOCK. Agein years,
HESS 7 Average|| nr i
l Number.| Value, value, Number.
CUIVES omeeeennn Under? ....... | 58| 45,607 | 88.53 106
Steers ... ve-.| Land under?. . 148 2,604 17.48 5
Steers ... ...] 2and underi.. 185 4,876 30,12
Sleers .. .0 dand over..... ' 727 40,805 | E6,18 13
Bullg. . ....| Land over..... i 831 23,550 28.85
TICHCTS - oo ensens 1 and under 2. l 3,816 78,276 | ~10.21 127
Cows xep' “for miik ...] 2 and over 23, €60 937 137 39,01 1,887
Cows anii heijers not | 2 and over 1,379 38, 003 27.60 17
kept for milk
Colld ..| Under1 g1 4,740 62,09 18
Horses . ..| T and un 179 13,779 76. 98 40
Tlorses . .| 2 and over 11,120 | 962,429 86,55 19,023
Maje colls . o nderl coviafeae e
MleS creerinienaaaans 1 and under2.. 2 65 32,80 |[-eveennnn.
MuleS..cooenveenannn .| 2and over.._.. 36 2,170 76,94 9
Asses and burros. .. Al nges .. . 3] 210 42. 00
Lambs oooeiiaianL Underl .. R 4,578 15,164 3.31 34
'ﬁhLLl) (ewes)o.oenenns 1 and over..... 5,901 22,675 8.43 39
Sheep (rmsand weth-| 1 and over..... 728 8,553 4.88
CTs,

hwin)e ................. All nged ... .. 11,508 W, 614 7.87 1,360
Goads. ..o .| Allages .. . 23 131 6,70 75
Fowls; L

'(Il‘hk;(k ony? 502, (i(l)g

urkeys 5 604 . g

Geese 6,335 805,047 J.eeeennen R

Ducks. . 8,957
Beey (SWarms of) oo fociveiiiaiionans 1,681 6,795 |-vaeemoonfloceaaans
Valueof all Hvestoek.|..oovveiiinaeiidloaannnnns, 2,508,609 . oeeeeeoffoenanaa.

1The number reported is of fowls over 8 monthq old.
and young.
2Ineluding Guinen fowls,

The value is of all, 0ld

The comparatively high value of steers 3 years old
and overis the result of including in this class the high-
priced working oxenstill used in certain districts of the

state. The number so employed is continually decreas-
ing. In 1900 the number of all steers over 2 years was

only 862, while the number of working oxen reported in
1890 was 2,600; in 1880, 3,523; in 1870, 5,821; in 1860,
7,857; and in 1850, 8,189. The total value of all live
stock on farms, June 1, 1900, was $2,593,659. Of this
amount the valuc of horses constituted 37.8 per cent;
duiry cows, 86.1 per cent; other neat cattle, 8.8 per
cent; poultry, 11.8 per cent; swine, 8.5 per cent; sheep,
1.6 per cent; and all other hvo .stock, 0.4 per cent. No
report was sccured of the value of animals not on farms,
but it iy probable that such animals have somewhat
higher average values than those on farms. Allowing
the samoc averages, the total value of all live stock in
the state, exclusive of poultry and bees not on farms,
is substantially $4,393,000.

OHANGES IN THE LIVE-STOCK IXDUSTIRY IN FIFTY YRARS.

Table 15 shows the progress of the live-stock industry
since 1850, In the figures for ¢ Other neat cattle” in
1900, the number of calves is included, but it is uncer-
tain whether any calves were included in preceding
census reports under this designation.

TanLE 15.—;N[IMBER OF DAIRY COWS, OTHER NEAT

CATTLE, HORSES, MULES AND ASSLES, SHEEP, AND
SWINE: 1850 TO 1900,
Dair Othex Mules
CENSUS YEAR, eowsy nent Iorses. and Sheepl | Swine
. eatile, asses,
28, 660 12,874 11,3% 43 6, 629 11,E08
23,943 10,834 9,864 61 11,400 12,0856
21,460 | 14,124 4,661 46| 17,211 14,121
18,806 15,559 7,710 43 23,938 14, 607
.| 19,700 19,405 7,121 10 32,024 17,478
1850..ecnivrennanns 18 698 17 554 6,168 44, 296 19, 500

1Lambs not included.

It appears that there was a decrease during the last
decade in the number of dairy cows and an increase in
the number of ‘‘Other neat cattle” reported. As both
of these changes are opposed to the general movement
for the plectchug forty years, and as the causes operat-
ing to produce this movemc,nt have been in nowise
modified since 1890, they are believed to be more appax-
ent than real. It is doubtless true that a large number
of the 1,379 < Cows and heifers not kept for milk,” in-
cluded in the above table with “Other neuat LELttlb,”
were in reality dairy cows that were dry at the time of
enameration. The number of calves reported in 1900
was 5,838, If calves were not inecluded in the reports
for previous census years, the deerease from 1890 to
1900 in the number of *‘Other neat cattle” was rela-
tively greater than during any preceding decade.

Since 1850 the number of dairy cows has increased
26.5 per cent and the number of horses 84.7 per cent.
On the other hand, ¢ Other neat cattle” have decreased
in number 29.5 per cent; swine, 41.0 per cent; and
sheep, 85,0 per cent. These changes are in keeping
with two general phases of the revolution in the last
half century in the character of New England agricul-
ture. The farmer has met the demands of a rTapidly
growing uiban population for dairy produce, vegeta-
bles, and fruits, by keeping more cows, and by devot-
ing a larger portion of his time and capital to market-
gardening and horticulture, which industries require
much new and improved machinery and consequently
more horse power. The decrease in the number of
beef cattle, sheep, and swine is incident to the recog-
nized shifting of the moat-producing industry to the
Western stutes, and is simply another phase of the
adjustment of agriculture in the Bast to meet the com-
petition of the West.



ANIMAL PRODUCTS.

The quantities and values of wool, mohair, dairy prod-
uce, and other animal products, including the value of
fowls raised and of animals sold and slaughtered for
food, are given in Table 16. The value of all such
products in 1899 was $3,292,295, or 61.4 per cent of the
gross farm income. '

Tasze 16.—QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF ANIMAL PROD-
UCTS, VALUE OF POULTRY RAISED, AND VALUES OF
ANIMALS SOLD AND SLAUGHTERED ON FARMS, IN 1809.

PRODUCTS, Un(i; ?‘f e’f‘g,eﬁ‘a“w Quantity, Value.
Wool .-.| Pounds.. 83,682 $7,493
Mohair and goat hair.. ...| I'ounds.. _ 10 2
M .. Gallong.. o] 112,928, 512
B8 A e Pounds........... 488, 086 1,923,707
Chicese .. - .v..| Pounds.. 6,51 |
Egpgs . .1 Dozens .. 3,217, 810 606, 846
:l;fmltr I foande Ut 898,790
OnEy .} Pounds .. 28,450 |
Wax ) ........... can ... Pounds 800 } 5,166
Animalasold. . oo iciiirreen i [ 167,478
AnImals A1aUEREEIEC. covvvevrriereosmraerereccctnrmronmmsnsncaorens 142,824
PO e venrsmnemmneennerernns et eeeeie el vere e 8,209,905

1Includes ell milk produced.

DAIRY PRODUCE,

In no other branch of Rhode Island agriculture has
there been such constant and rapid development as in
dairying. With the steady growth of city population
there has been an increasing demand for dairy produce
of all kinds, more especially for milk and cream. These
products, being less subject to Western competition than
butter and cheese, have furnished a steadily increasing
percentage of the income fromall dairy produce. Thesé
conditions, together with the transfer of the making of
butter and cheese from the farm to the creamery and
cheese factory, account for a decrease since 1890 of 49.4
per cent in the quantity of butter, and of 72.6 per cent
in the quantity of checse, produced on farms. During
the same period, although the number of dairy cows
decreased 983, there was an increase of 2,312,965 gal-
lons, or 21.8 per cent, in the quantity of milk produced.

Of the $1,923,707 given in Table 16 ag the value of
all dairy products in 1899, $207,296, or 10.8 per cent,
represents the value of such products consumed on
farms, and $1,716,411, or 89.2 per cent, the amount
realized from dairy produce sold. Of the latter sum,
%1,563,279 was derived from the sale of 9,685,988 gal-
lons of milk; $81,343 from 814,737 pounds of butter;
871,149 from 95,521 gallons of cream; and 8647 from
4,779 pounds of cheese. The value of dairy products
in 1899 constituted 58.4 per cent of the value of all
animal products, and 35.9 per cent of the gross furm
income.

POULTRY AND EGGS.

In comparing the poultry report of 1900 with that of
the Eleventh Census, it should be borne in mind that
in 1900 the enumerators were instructed to report only
fowls 3 months old and over, while in 1890 no such
limitation was made. It is probable, therefore, that
more young fowls were included in the reports of 1800
than in those of the present censts. The dispropor-
tionate increase in the number of eggs produced, when
compared with the increase in the number of chickens,
adds force to this conclusion. Betwcen 1890 and 1900
there was an increase of but 3.8 per cent in the num-
her of chickens, while the number of dozens of eggs
increased 59.2 per cent. In the sanie period ducks de-
creased in number 34.6 per cent; turkeys, 60.5 per cent;
and geese, 62.3 per cent. The state census of 1895
showed similar decreases in the number of these fowls,
and stated, upon the authority of poultry experts, that
the difficulty of keeping the stock free from certuin
diseases, together with the cffects of Western compe-
tition, tended to make the raising of such poultry un
profitable. The recent development of rapid transpor-
tation and cold-storage processes bhas made the West a .
much stronger competitor than it was in 1890.

HONEY AND WAX.

The annual production of honey and wax has more
than doubled since 1889. In that year the products
consisted of 13,740 pounds of honey and 358 pounds of
wax, while in 1899, 28,450 pounds of honey and 890
pounds of wax were produced. This industry appeurs
to share with dairying, poultry raising, and market
gardening, the attention formerly given to the raising
of live stock and the cultivation of cereals.

WOOL AND MOHAIR.

The annual clip of wool is steadily decreasing. The
total production in 1889 was 41,021 pounds, and in
1899 only 88,682 pounds. In fifty years the number of
sheep has decreased from 44,996 to 6,629, and the clip
of wool from 129,692 to 83,082 pounds. ’

DISTRIBUTION OF HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON FARMY,
BY SPECIFIED CLASSES,

Table 17 presents, for a few of the leading groups of
farms, the number of farms reporting horses and dairy
cows, the total number for each group, and the average
number per farm. In computing the averages pre-
sented, only those farms which report the kind of stock
under consideration are included.



TasLe 17.—DISTRIBUTION OF HORSES AND DAIRY COWS,

BY SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARMS, JUNXE 1, 1900.
HORSES. DAIRY COWS.
CLABSES,

Farmsre Num- | Average || Farmsre-| Num- | Average

porting. | ber. |perform,|; porting. | ber. |perfarm.

Total.cveennnnans 4,644 | 11,890 2.5 4,047 | 28, 660 5.8
White farmers........ 4,823 1 11,341 2.5 4,034 | 28,638 5.9
Colored farnmers,...... 21 49 2.8 18 22 1.7
Qwners? ..ol 3,330 | 8,460 2.4 3,100 | 18,802 6.4
Mauagers.... 178 739 . 4.2 1486 | 1,778 11.4
Cash tenants. 883 | 2,063 2.8 244 | 4,758 6.4
Share lenants.. B3 128 2.4 48 237 4.9
Under 20 acres O7d | 1,h83 1.6 642 | 1,640 2.8
20 {0 99 acred. 2,157 1, 962 2.3 1,088 1 9,541 4,9
100 to 174 nerve 041 2, 535 2.7 938 1 6,265 6.9
17H to 26 neres. 228 | 1,049 2.2 318 ¢ 2,700 8.
260 neres and oyer ... 244 | 1,261 6.2 |l 241 1 8,618 4.6
Hay and grain 149 367 2,6 0 300 3.0
Vogelable........ BOG 1 1,285 2.6 209 | 1,068 3.3
Frodte..oooveeaeas 47 81 1.7 22 60 2,7
Livestock ....... 1,840 | 3,857 1.9 1,614 | 4,543 3.C
Thdry .ooeeniaat. 1,874 L 487 3.3 1,470 | 16, 608 10.8
Miscellancous? 281 1,612 2,2 43 | 2,087 3.2

1Including * Part owners’ and ** Qwners and tenants,”
2[neluding ““ Flower and plant” and * Nusseries.”

The group of farms operated by managers, shown in
Table 6 to have the largest average area of any group
classified by tenure, also reports the largest average
number of horses and dairy cows of gny group in this
classification. This is most noticeable in the case of
duiry cows, the avernge being 11.4; while for owners
the average is 5.4; for cash tenants, 6.4; and for share
tenants, 4.9.  This is due to the fact that many of the
farms operated by salaried managers are adjuncts of
stite, county, and parish asylums and charitable insti-
tutions, where large numbers of horses and dairy cows
are required.

ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS,

The following table gives the acreage, quantities,
and values of the crops of 1899:

TasLe L8.—ACRES, QUANTITIES, AND VALULS OF THE
VEGETABLE PRODUCTS OF 1849.
PRODUCTS Acres. | Gnitolmeaswre | .04 Val
TGI8, : or weight, | wGAniiy. alue.
Corn 8,149 | Bushels....o...... . 288,220 $164,188
15 | Bushels . 510 245
Onts. 1,530 | Bushel 47,120 16, 631
Burle - 222 1 Bushel! £, 100 8,465
Rye . . 691 | Bushel 7,719 4,751
Buekwhent. . . 45 | Bushel €50 427
Griss seed R TR Bushels. 435 030
Glover seed. . ecememaaan Bushels. 101 65
Huy and imugv ()9 776 | Tons. ... 76, 920 1,081,482
Hnm ............ Pounds. f ]
Oy heans .. 216 | Bushels. 3,930 6,477
Dry pease ... 45 | Bushels, 940 1,195
Toluloes . ...... 5,816 | Bushels. &43, 853 440, 872
Sweet potatoes 11 Bushels. 102 G0
Ondons. . 2 { Bushels. N 44,227
Miseellameous 7 487, 808
Smal! fruits . b1, 202
Gripes ..o 24786
Orvehard fraits. 165,571
Nuts......... "104
Trorest products, . 196, 720
Flowers and ple nis. 814, 506
Seeds............ >0
Nursery products .- 42,295
Miscelluneous ....oeven... 1; 627
Total veeneiananes 8, 041, 564

1 Estimated from number of trees or vines,
#Including value of raising, wine, ete,

10

The total value of all crops for 1899 was $3,041,569,

Of this amount, hay and forage contributed 35.6 per

cent; vegetableg, including potatoes and onions, 32.6
per cent; fruits and nuts, 7.0 per cent; cereals, 6.2 per
cent; forest products, 6.5 per cent; flowers and plants,
10.4 per cent; and other products, 1.7 pex cent.

The average yield per acre of hay and forage was 1.1
tons, and the average values were $14.06 per ton, and
$15.50 per acre. The acreage devoted to hay and for-
age was 70.8 per cent of the area devoted to all crops,
but it yielded only 85.6 per cent of the total receipts.
The average values per acre of products from the land
devoted to the various crops were as follows: Flowers
and plants, $1,778.56; nursery products, $491.80; onions,
$219.96; miscellaneous vegetables, $100.10; potatoes,
$75.72; orchard products, $25.38; cereals, $17.97. Nat-
urally, the production of crops yielding the highest
average returns per acre was attended by very high
average expenditures for labor and fertilizers, and by
relatively large investments in farming implements.

CHANGES IN CROPS sixow 1839,

Table 19 presents the acreage, produet, and yicld per
acre of each of vhe most important crops in 1889 and
1899,

TasLs 19.—ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAIL.
FARM CROPS: 1880 AND 1899.

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF BUSH-
NUMBER OF ACRES. BUSHELS, EL§ PEL ACRE.

CROPS.

' 1809. 1884, 1899, 1889. 1899, 1889,
Barley.eaiveiaanan 222 363 6,100 8,009 27.5 22,1
Buekwhent. 4B 41 G60 349 4.4 8.6
Cori. - 8,149 7, 819 288,220 | 253,810 86,4 82.5
Onts..... 1,58 3,648 47,120 | 100,520 30.8 27.6
Rye .. 591 9 7,710 9,617 18.0 12,8
Wheat.....o.oo.o. . 1 1 310 41 20.7 4.3
Hay ond forage ..| 69,776 | 94,111 | 176,920 | 101,852 11,1 11,1
Potatoes2......... B, 817 6,605 i| 848,955 | 830,885 146.1 | 659.1

1'['ons. 2Including sweet potatocs,

Owing to unusually favorable climatic conditions in
1899, the average yield per acre of most farm crops was
greater than in 1889, The latter year was especially
unfavorable to the growing of potatoes, the yield per
acre having been only 40.7 per centus large as in 1899,
The average yield of hay per acre was upproxnnately
the same for both years, a reduction of 25.9 per cent in
acreage having been attended by a corresponding reduce-
tion in the tonnage cut.

The figures of the present census show that the decline
in cerenl production in Rhode Island, which began about
the middle of the present century, is still in progress,
the total amount of grain producedin 1899 having been
nearly 6 per cent less than in 1889. During this period
the areas devoted to the principal cereals decreased as
follows: Barley, 38.8 per cent; oats, 58.1 per cent; and
rye, 24.1 per cent. Since 1859 the production of bar-
ley has decreased 83.1 per cent; buckwheat, 81.8 per
cent; corn, 37.5 per cent; oats, 80.7 per cent; rye, 12.7



per cent; and wheat, 72.6 per cent. With a few excep-
tions, the decrease continued from decade to decade

“without interruption. The areas devoted to wheat and

buckwheat are now so small that variations therein are
of no significance. In the case of corn it is believed
that the increase of 830 acres and 84,410 bushels since
1889 ig closely related to the recent rapid growth of
dairying. 'The fact that a similar movement has been
noted in other New England states strengthens this
vonclusion,

ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CORN.

Table 20 gives the total acreage and production of
corn, with averages per farm and per acre for each of
certain specified classes of farms,

Farms operated by managers report the largest aver-
age area in corn, and also the largest average yield per
acre. Asmight be expected, the average acreage per
farm increases with the size of the farm, but the best
yields per acre are obtained from farms of medium size.

TasLe 20.—ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CORN ON
FARMS OF SPECIFIED CLASSES IN 1899,

Number || TEEER 0F ACRES. Ngggﬁsw
of farms
CLASSER, rm;port— A R

ng. 3 verage yerage
Total. per farm. Total. per ucre,
Total.siuuinneennennes 2,662 8,148 8.1 (] 288,220 35,4
White farmers .............. 2,040 8,130 3,190 287,760 864
NEgro farmers ovvvvevennns, 12 19 16 400 24,2
Owners! 2,027 5,738 2.8 i 202, 850 35.4
Monagers . 106 628 5.9 23, 520 37.5
Cash fenan 483 1,666 3.4 57,970 348
Share tenanty 46 117 3.3 3,880 43,2
Under 20 aeres...cecoeeieann, 299 490 1,6 16,220 33.1
20099 aeresiiiiveieinanas 1,257 3,163 2.6 (| 112,080 85.5
100 to 174 neres. 48 2,108 3.3 76,970 36,5
176 1o 269 acres,..... 257 1,161 4,5 41,450 35,7
260 aercs and OVEr vavovun... 19t 1,287 6.6 41,550 33.6

1Including “Part owners” and * Owners and tenants.”
ORCHARD FRUITS.

The changes in orchard fruits since 1890 are shown
in the following table:

Tanie 21.—ORCHARD TREES AND FRUITS: 1890 AND 1900,

NUMBER OF TREES. || BUSHELS OF FRUIT.
FRUITS.
1900. 1890. 1899, 1889,
ADPDIBS e 213,608 1 207,230 || 839,445 |- 289,367
Apricoly - 87 28 12 b
Cherries 2,198 3,014 1,329 68G
Penches. 48,063 11,816 6,140 1, 149
Pears ... 28,844 | 20,794 12,462 10, 037
Plams and prunes 4,327 ooL18s 57 138

A noteworthy development of the fruit-growing
industry bas occurred during the last decade. This is
especially marked in the cultivation of peaches, the
number of trees having increased 36,247, or 306.8 per
eent, and the quantity of fruit produced 4,991 bushels,
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or 434.4 per cent. Substantial gains were made in
every county of the state. In Newport county the
number of trees increased from 399 to 8,227, or T09
per cent; in Providence county, from 2,096 to 24,373,
or 1,088 per cent; and in Washington county, from 854
to 9,634, or 1,028 per cent. i

All counties show in 1899 great increases over the
quantities of fruit reported in 1889. The principal
factors in this increase are the plunting of young trees,
more scientific methods of caring for orchards, and a
more favorable year. The average yield per tree was
31.0 per cent greater than ten years before.

The number of apple trees increased 3.1 per cent, the
entive gain having heen in Providence and Washington
counties. All other counties report a decrease, that in
Bristol county having been from 8,591 trees to 3,599
trees, or 45.4 per cent. The number of bushels gath-
ered, however, was greater in every county than in 1889,
the gain for the state having been 41.8 per cent. New-
port county reported the largest relative increase, from
8,712 to 30,343 bushels. :

Pear trees increased in number 12,8 per cent, decreases
in Bristol, Kent, and Washington counties having been
offset by an increase from 10,210 to 13,432 trees in
Providence county. Bristol county was the only one
to report a smaller quantity of pears in 1899 than in
1889. The crop of the state increased 24.1 per cent.

The unusually favorable season of 1899 was respon-
sible for an increase of 92.9 per cent in the cherry crop,
although the number of trees had decreased 27.9 per

~cent. The number of plum and prune trees increased

265.8 per cent and the quantity of fruit produced, 313.8
per cent. :

Providence county contains a large proportion of the
fruit trees of the state, reporting in 1900, 56.4 per cent
of the apple trees; 50.7 per cent of the peach tvees;
57.5 per cent of the pear trees; 66.3 per cent of the
cherry trees; and 45.9 per cent of the plum and prune
trees. Of the total product, thiy county reports 44.1
per cent of the apples; 20.4 per cent of the peaches;
49,0 per cent of the pears; 77.7 per cent of the cherries;
and 51.3 per cent of the plums and prunes. Washing-
ton county stands second, with about 20 per cent of all
trees and fruits produced.

For the state the total value of all orchard products
in 1899 was $155,571. Of this amount Bristol county
reported $4,339; Kent county, $21,986; Newportcounty,
$15,672; Providence county, $77,040; and Waghington
county, $36,634.

VEGETABLES AND SMALL FRUITS.

In 1899 the value of all vegetables, including potatoes,
sweet potatoes, and onions, was 8992,467, of which
amount 44.4 per cent represents the value of potatoes.
The total arca used in the growing of miscellaneous
vegetables, not including potatoes and onions, was 4,873
acres, of which 1,189 acres were devoted to sweet corn;
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325 acres to tomatoes; 802 acres to cabbages; and 258
aeres to cucumbers. A considerable portion of the
total acreage was included in family gardens, the prod-
ucts of which were not reported in detail.

Trrigation was reported on 2 farms only, and the
total area irrigated was 40 acres. This entire acreage

was in garden crops, and the value of the produce -

grown in 1899 was $32,5615, an average of over $800
per acre.

The cultivation of small fruits was reported by 779
farmers. From 565 acres, an average of 0.73 acre per
farm, they obtained in 1899 fruit valued at $51,292.
The acreage and products of berries were as follows:
Cranberries, 300 acres and 209,888 quarts; strawber-
ries, 154 acres and 881,870 quarts; raspberries and
loganberries, 47 acres and 83,300 quarts; currants, 26
acres and 54,020 quarts; blackberries and dewberries,
17 acres and 23,600 quarts; gooseberries, 7 acres and
5,820 quarts; and unclassified berries, 14 acres and
31,200 quarts. Of the grand total of 789,698 quarts,
strawberries yielded 48.4 per cent.

CULTURE OF FLOWERS, AND USE OF GLASS IN AGRI-
CULTURE.

In 1899, 177 acres of land were devoted to the culti-
vation of flowers and ornamental plants, and the prod-
ucts sold therefrom were valued at $314,806. The
number of establishments reporting was 139, making
the average area 1.3 acres and the average value of
products $2,264.79.

In 108 of these establishments commercial floriculture
was the principal business. The capital invested in
land and improvements, buildings, implements, and live

stock was $782,115, of which $339,825 represents the
value of the buildings. The receipts from flowers and -
plants were $288,659, and from other products, $7,515.
The proprietors expended $72,982 for labor and $5,950
for fertilizers.

The florists’ establishments reported greenhouses with
a glass surface of 962,204 square feet, covering 721,653
square feet of ground. In addition, 93 farmers and
market gardeners used glass in growing flowers, plants,
or vegetables. They had an avea under glass of 675,447
square feet, making, with that reported by the florists,
a total area under glass of 1,397,100 square feet.

LABOR AND FERTILIZERS.

The amount expended in 1899 for labor, including
board furnished, was $1,082,360, an average of $188 per
farm, The average expenditure was naturally greatest
on the most intensively cultivated farms, being $1,345
for nurseries, $676 for flovists’ establishments, $356 for
vegetable farms, and $301 for dairy farms. The lowest
average cost of labor, $70 per farm, was on live-stock
farms, The variations in average expenditure corre-
gpond clogely with the size of farms and the value of
products.

The total cost of fertilizers purchased in 1899 was
$264,140, an average of $48 per farm, and an increase of
52.8 per cent over the sum expended in 1889. In that
year each farmer expended, on an average, but $31

| per farm, $17 less than in 1899. Of the total amount

expended in 1899, 43.3 per cent was for fertilizers used
on vegetable farms, the average for such farms, $201,
being greater than for any other class.



